
Special Events and Tours, by reservation only - October 7th, 8th & 9th 2011
Pre-Registration Required On ALL Special Events and Tours.  
Tours marked with a * please go to: www.brownpapertickets.com 
for reservations. For all other tours, call the phone number provided to 
make reservations. Tours fill quickly. Check with the Friends Info booth 
at Davis Park for available spots due to cancellations. Read more on the 
BirdFest and Bluegrass web site at: www.RidgefieldFriends.org

Sandhill Crane Tours*  Cost: $25  
per person  Friday 5:00 pm, Saturday 6:00 am 
and 5:00 pm, Sunday 6:00 am and 5:00 pm. 
The most unique wildlife viewing experience 
BirdFest has to offer, and a once in a lifetime 
chance to hear and see the magnificent flight 
of hundreds of sandhill cranes as they visit their night roost. Join expert 
staff to learn about cranes and wildlife. Meet at the Vistors Contact 
Station on the River ‘S’ Refuge Unit 15 minutes before the tour time 
and wear weather appropriate clothing in muted, neutral colors and 
footwear for a hike. Questions: call 360-887-4106.

Night Hike: Carty Unit Suggested donation $5. Friday, Oct.7th, 
5:00 pm to 7:30 pm. Join Refuge staff for a nightfall hike to Long 
Meadow, a unique opportunity to learn about the history and wildlife 
of the Carty Unit. Dress for the weather and anticipate a three mile hike 
over uneven surfaces. Meet at the tent near the Plankhouse.  
Registration is limited to 15 people. Contact Eric Anderson at: 
eric_anderson@fws.gov to reserve your spot.

“Birders Paradise on the Kiwa Trail” Tour*
Cost: $10 Saturday only; 7:00 to 10:30 am, 3:30 to 7:00 pm. Enjoy  
a sneak peak birding tour searching the woodlots and wetlands  
for new arrivals. Meet at the Visitors Contact Station on the  
River ‘S’ Refuge Unit. Questions: call 360-887-4106.

Kayak Tours   Friday Birder’s Kayak Tour  $45 per adult.  
Children are free with an adult. Three hour paddle tour on the  
Bachelor Slough 3:00 pm to 6:00 pm. Check in at 2:30 pm. 

Saturday Two-hour Kayak Tours $35 per adult. Children are free 
with an adult.  History and culture with lots of wildlife along the way. 
Join experienced guides and paddle north on Lake River, for a natural 
history tour of the Refuge and wildlife along the Lewis and Clark trail. 
Watch for Bald Eagles and Sandhill Cranes. 11:00 to 1:00. Check in at 
10:00 am. Sat. afternoon tour is from 3:00 to 5:00 check in at 2:00 pm. 

Sunday Two-hour Kayak Tour $35. (See Saturday description above)  
11:00 am to 1:00 pm. Check in at 10:00 am. 

Meet at the Ridgefield Marina, 
5 Mill Street. Phone  
reservations only — call early 
as tours fill up fast. 
360-727-4520   
www.ridgefieldkayak.com  
Questions: email Gail at 
ridgefieldkayak@comcast.net.

Big Canoe Paddle Cost: $10 for adults.  
Children are free with an adult. Saturday. Paddle 
Times: 9:30 to 11:00 and 11:30 to 1:00. Join the 
Lower Columbia River Estuary Partnership for a 
family-friendly paddle along Lake River aboard  
34-foot canoes. These boats are unbelievably 
stable, incredibly maneuverable, and great for 
observing local wildlife from a unique on-water 
perspective. No experience necessary; paddles and 
life jackets are provided. Space is limited. Meet at 
the Marina. Register by calling McKenzie Miller at 
503-226-1565  x229 or email: miller@lcrep.org.

Photography Walk with Gerry Ellis* 
Cost: $10  Sunday 9:00 am.  Join award-winning international nature 
photographer Gerry Ellis for an exclusive photo-walk in our own  
Ridgefield NWR to discover approaches, techniques, and perspectives 
on photographing wildlife and nature he has honed in wilds around  
the world. Meet at the tent near the Plankhouse, 15 minutes before tour 
start time. Limit of 20 people.

Volkswalk  Saturday. Start anytime 9:00 am to 1:00 pm. Finish by 
4:00 pm. All Weather Walkers is hosting this AVA Sanctioned 5K and 
10K walk through historic and picturesque Ridgefield. Contact Leah 
Riedel: riedel@teleport.com or Jean Moeller: ejm33@hotmail.com.
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At Davis Park

At View Ridge Middle School

} Family Activities Tent and Birders’ Marketplace are open 
Welcome & 

Awards Ceremony
Meet the Photo 
Contest Winners

Audubon LIVE BIRD Show

Audubon Birds on 
Display

Family Activities Tent and Cathlapotle Plankhouse Tours
Flint Knapping Demonstrations

GeoAdventures — borrow a GPS for a scavenger hunt in Biology or Archeology

Land Management 
Strategies

Cathlapotle Village  
Overview & WalkAudubon Guided Family Bird Walk Audubon Guided Family Bird Walk 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Guided River ‘S’ Wildlife Bus Tours – 1.5 hour tour. Ride the bus and see more than you would in your own car.  
Refuge, RIver ‘S’ Unit, closed to the public all day. Leaves from the Community United Methodist Church Parking lot. 

At Davis Park

At View Ridge Middle School

}
}

Family Activities Tent and Birder’s Marketplace are open 
Audubon Birds on Display

Wildlife Watching Around the World  
and Back to RNWR

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Guided, River ‘S’ Wildlife Van Tours – 1.5 hour tour.  Meet at the River ‘S’ Visitor Station. 

The Big Sit (A Bird-a-thon. Tally as many bird species you can see or hear) – U.S. Fish and Wildlife and Vancouver Audubon will be on post.  Meet at the David Dynes Observation Blind.

Refuge is open to the public 
dawn until dusk

Beginning Birding Intermediate BirdingNuthatch Reintro Bluebird Reintro}

Latest Photography 
Equipment

Latest Birding
Equipment

Geology Walk

Family Activities Tent and Cathlapotle Plankhouse Tours

Basketry

GeoAdventures — borrow a GPS for a scavenger hunt in Biology or Archeology
Keeping 

Traditions Alive

Salmon Bake with blessing & samples

Native Plants & Landscapes Walk

Audubon Guided Family Bird Walk Audubon Guided Family Bird Walk Audubon Guided Family Nature Walk 

Events listed in this matrix are free - 3 locations - tons to do and see!

Birders’ Marketplace Saturday 10:00 am to 5:00 pm. Sunday 
11:00 am to 4:00 pm. Art’s & Crafts galore! Located in the Ridgefield 
Community Center and on Main Street. Fabulous photographs, garden 
art, jewelry, wood carving, books, bird supplies, glass, ceramics and 
much more. Come see the Refuge Photography contest winners. Learn 
something new with exhibits and materials about birds, plants and local 
wildlife viewing! Get a head start on holiday gifts.

Food Vendors Saturday 11:00 to 5:00 & Sunday 11:00 to 4:00. 
Located in various booths along Main Street and Mill Street.

Bluegrass Music and Jamming. See schedule next page.

Family Activities Saturday 10:00 to 5:00. Sunday 11:00 to 4:00 at 
Davis Park. White-breasted Nuthatches are featured this year in our fun 
and free crafts and games tables. Kids of all ages 
are welcome to build nests. Use your hearing to 
identify common songbirds, make bird feeders, 
mobiles and lots more. Most of all, we want you 
to have fun while learning about BIRDS! Build a 
birdhouse this year for $10. A limited number of 
bird houses will be available. Buy your ticket at 
the Friends Information Booth in Davis Park.

Welcome & Awards Ceremony Saturday 11:00 
at Davis Park. BirdFest and Bluegrass sponsors will be honored and the 
2011 Adult and Youth Photography contest category winners will be 
announced. ProPhoto Supply will award the prizes.

Meet the Photographers  Saturday 12:00 in the lobby at the 

First Independent Bank, directly following the Award Ceremony at Davis 
Park. Winning photographs will be displayed and photographers  
available to talk about their winning photo.

Audubon Live Bird Show Saturday  
1:00 at View Ridge Middle School. Come meet 
owls, falcons, and a vulture from the Audubon 
Society of Portland. Learn about the amaz-
ing abilities and adaptations that help them 
survive in the wild. You will also learn about ways 
Audubon “inspires people to love and protect nature.” Get up close to 
some of these birds you’d see on the Refuge.

Audubon Live Birds Up-Close Display Saturday 2:30 to 
3:30, Sunday 1:00 to 3:00 at Davis Park. You can get an close-up look at  
these magnificent birds, and learn about their habitats. 

New Equipment for Birders Saturday 2:00 to 3:00 at View 
Ridge Middle School. Join Jim Danzenbaker as he reveals the latest and 
best equipment for birding.

Beginning Bird Watching  Saturday 1:00 at the View Ridge 
Middle School. Carlo Abbruzzese will share techniques and skills to help 
identify our local birds, reference materials and field guides, identifica-
tion techniques, field marks and some fun facts about birds.

Intermediate Bird Watching Saturday 3:00 at the View 
Ridge Middle School. Carlo Abbruzzese will cover some of the lesser 
known and hard to identify species of SW Washington. Some of these 
species have confusing vocalizations, while others are shy or tend to 
stay up high so they are not as often seen. Carlo will also focus on 

species that are difficult to tell apart like Cooper’s and Sharp-shinned 
Hawk, Hutton’s Vireo and Ruby Crowned Kinglet, and others.

Nuthatch Reintroduction Saturday at 2:00, View Ridge  
Middle School,  Bob Altman.  White-breasted nuthatches need oak 
habitat in Washington.  They have an interesting past and you will hear 
about why they are special and what can 
be done to “bring them back.”

Bluebird Reintroduction
 Saturday at 4:00, View Ridge School, 
Gary Slater.  Western Bluebirds were once 
common in oak-prairie habitats on the 
San Juan Islands. How to “bring them 
back” by capturing bluebirds at Fort Lewis, moving them to the islands, 
and watching the nesting population increase. The best success has 
been people’s interest in these birds and oak habitat!

ZAP Oregon Zoo Animal Display Sunday 11:00 to 1:00, 
at Davis Park. ZAP Teens from the Oregon Zoo will be on hand with a 
variety of bones, pelt and other hands-on materials that allow you a 
chance to discover some amazing animal adaptations.

Wildlife Watching Around the World and Home
to Ridgefield NWR Sunday at 3:00 at the View Ridge Middle
School. Award-winning photographer, Gerry Ellis, will share two decades 
of images and impressions from wildlife assignments around the world, 
including a glimpse at his current project, The Great Ape Diaries, and 
how after decades of international travel Ridgefield NWR remains his 
favorite ‘backyard’ destination. 

Schedule of Events for BirdFest and Bluegrass - 3 locations

Downtown Ridgefield

Refuge Carty Unit & Cathlapotle Plankhouse

Refuge River ‘S’ Unit

Beginning Bird Watching Walk Saturday 9:00 am. Carlo 
Abbruzzese will share techniques and skills to help identify our local 
birds on this walk on the Oaks to Wetlands Trail. Meet at the tent near 
the Plankhouse. 

Family Activities  Saturday and  
Sunday 10:00 to 4:00. Activities and docent 
led tours of the Plankhouse will highlight 
the lifestyle of the Chinookan culture 
through hands-on activities.

Audubon Guided Family Bird
Walk Saturday 10:30 to 12:30 and 3:30 to 
5:30. A family-friendly nature walk with an 
Audubon naturalists. Bring your children  
and nurture their appreciation for the wonder and beauty of nature. 
Meet at the tent near the Plankhouse. 

Flintknapping and Tool Making Saturday 12:00 to 4:00. 
Flintknapping demonstrations by Dennis Torresdal will be available in 
the tent near the Plankhouse.

Traditional Land Management Strategies Saturday 
1:00 at the Plankhouse. Cowlitz Tribe Ecologist, Nathan Reynolds, will 

discuss different land management strategies used by local Native 
American populations, such as purposeful use of fire in the prairie 
and oak habitats.

Native Plants and Landscapes of the Carty Unit 
Saturday 1:30 to 4:00. Walk with Habitat Restoration Coordinator, Lynn 
Cornelius along the Oaks to Wetlands Trail to observe native plants, native 
oak woodland, floodplain wetlands, and recent restoration work. Hike  
the entire two mile loop trail. Meet at the Carty Unit, lower parking lot.

Geo-Adventures Saturday & Sunday. Anytime between 12:00 to 
4:00.  Anyone who likes to solve puzzles and enjoys being outdoors will 
enjoy this activity. Visit GPS locations within the 
Carty Refuge Unit. Pick up your Geo-Adventure 
bag at the Plankhouse tent, then set off with 
clues and a journal that guide you and your 
family along your journey. Bring or borrow a 
GPS unit and find the answers to the questions 
using navigational and logical skills. 

Cathlopotle Village Overview and Site Walk  
Saturday 2:00. A guided walk to the Cathlapotle Village archaeology 
site. Walk approximately two hours over uneven terrain. Participants 

are encouraged to wear sturdy shoes and weather appropriate clothing.
Meet at the tent near the Plankhouse. 

Geology Walk Sunday 11:00 “Montana Comes to Ridgefield — 
How the Missoula Floods Influenced the RNWR”.  Join local geologist,  
Jim Maul for a walk examining the impacts from one of the largest 
single events known to have occurred in the earth’s history. Meet at the 
Carty Unit lower parking lot.

Northwest Native American Basketry Sunday 12:30  
in the Plankhouse. Join regional expert Margaret Mathewson as she 
presents on basketry techniques and styles.  

Keeping Traditions Alive Sunday 1:30 
Plankhouse. Sam Robinson, Vice-Chairman of 
the Chinook Indian Nation will discuss how the 
Chinook people are keeping the traditions and 
culture of their ancestors alive.

Traditional Salmon Bake Sunday 
2:30 to 4:30. Plankhouse. Join us for a blessing of the 
food, including drumming by members of the Chinook Indian Nation and 
Confederated Tribes of Grand Ronde, and taste the traditionally baked 
salmon, oysters, and clams. Complimentary samplings while supplies last.

Family Activities  Saturday 8:00 to 4:00 and Sunday 9:00 to 
4:00. Bird Bingo - all ages will enjoy, as you travel around the River ‘S’ 
Unit. Mark off birds you see - three in a row wins a prize! 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Guided Bus Tours Saturday 8:00 
to 4:00. Join a free guided bus tour of the River ‘S’ Unit departing hourly 
from the Community United Methodist Church, 1410 S. Hillhurst Road. 

Refuge staff will highlight the Refuge’s 
history, management, and wildlife  
during the tours. Please note: each 
tour is approximately 1.5 hours and 
this will be the only access to River 
‘S’ on Saturday. Ride the BirdFest 
Shuttle Bus or park at the  
Community United Methodist Church 
to catch the Guided Bus Tours.

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Guided Van Tours 
Sunday 9:00 to 4:00 (departing hourly). Guided Van tours of 
the River ‘S’ Unit with Refuge staff. This a great chance to 

meet Refuge personnel  
and to learn about  the 
management and  
resources of the Refuge. 
Please allow 1.5 hours  
for the tour. Meet at the 
River ‘S’ Visitor Contact Station.

Audubon Guided Family Bird Walks Sunday 8:00 to 
10:30, and 3:00 to 5:00. A family-friendly nature walk with an Audubon 
naturalist. Bring your children and nurture their appreciation for the 
wonder and beauty of nature. Meet at the Kiwa trail head parking area. 
Sunday 10:30 to 12:30 is a nature focused walk with a broader range.

Audio CD for Tour Route Available Sunday and all 
throughout the year, enjoy the discovery audio interpretive 
tour of the River ‘S’ Unit. Pick up a CD at the Visitor Contact 
Station, and follow the markers around the auto-tour route. 
Find out why this land became a Refuge. What are those 
big furry animals in the water? Why does the habitat look 
different in the winter and fall? You can also download the 
podcast at: www.RidgefieldFriends.org or on iTunes.®

The BIG SIT at River ‘S’ Sunday 7:00 am to 6:00 pm. Join the 
Vancouver Audubon and FWS staff for this national event – The Big Sit. 
The goal is to tally as many bird species as can be seen or heard from a 
17’ circle. Meet at the David Dynes Observation Blind. Add to the list of 
birds seen, get up-close looks through a spotting scope, get pointers on 
identification techniques, and participate at a survey in action, rain or 
shine. Stay for five minutes or five hours, but consider bringing a chair 
for an extended sit. More info at www.birdwatchersdigest.com.

In addition to the Birder’s Marketplace, visit local businesses for their BirdFest and Bluegrass special. In addition to Food Vendors throughout town, visit local restaurants in Ridgefield: El Rancho Viejo, Vinnie’s Pizza, Old Liberty 
Theater - Season’s Coffee Shop, Pioneer Street Cafe, Sportsman’s Bar & Grill, Ridgefield Pioneers Market and the Starliner Deli.   Need a place to stay?  Visit www.LewisRiver.com.  

ZAP Oregon Zoo Display Animals

Beginning Birding Walk 




