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Keeping Up with the Past: 
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...Old Man South Wind, long long ago, was traveling north along the Pacific Ocean and eventually neared 
the mouth of the Columbia River. And there he met Giant Woman and told her he was hungry. Giant Woman 
had no food, but she lent him a net and told him he could catch fish in it. 

Old Man South Wind headed to the great waters of the Pacific. When he got there, he unfolded the net and 
he drug it along the ocean floor until he caught a fish. It was not an ordinary fish, but a small whale, 
which Old Man South Wind brought ashore and begun to cut. Giant Woman, who was present at the 
scene, instructed him to slice the whale lengthwise from head to tail. But Old Man South Wind 
was so famished that he ignored Giant Woman, and because it was quicker, drew the knife 
over the arc of the whale’s back from side to side. 

Suddenly the fish turned into a monstrous bird. The bird then rose into the air, flapping 
his wings so powerful that they shook the earth. As he climbed, bird monster blotted 
out the sun. Soon Old Man South Wind and Giant Woman saw that it was really 
Thunderbird. They were in awe of this great bird as they watched it fly to the 
mouth of the Columbia River. There atop Saddle Mountain, Thunderbird laid a large 
nest and laid several eggs on it. 

One day, when Thunderbird flew away, Giant Woman climbed high to the bird’s nest. She 
mischievously cracked an egg, but it was bad and she threw it down the mountain. She 
cracked another, and another, until she had broken them all, and hurled them from the peak. 

Each time the egg landed at the base of the mountain, it became an Indian. This is how the first 
Chinook men, women and children came to be.”

In many cultures, the winter season can be a time for 
hunkering down with friends and family and sharing 
stories about life, family, and traditions.  Stories, 
myths, legends, fables, all of these can be vehicles to 
preserve history, teach a lesson, emphasize symbolic 
importance, explain the unexplainable, and much 
more.  To honor the winter pastime of storytelling, we 
have included a Chinookan myth about the creation 

of the Chinook.  This version of the story was told 
by Honorary Chief of the Chinook Indian Tribe Cliff 
Snider in an interview by the Wisdom of the Elders 
not for profit organization for a radio series available 
on their website, www.wisdomoftheelders.org.  A 
transcription of the interview that includes the following 
story can be found at  www.wisdomoftheelders.org/
prog308/transcript_tis.htm.  

Winter Greetings from the Plankhouse!



Plankhouse & Refuge Events...

Plankhouse Committee Meeting
Jan. 28, 5-7pm

Come one come all and help us discuss all things 
Plankhouse.  If you have ideas about Plankhouse 
programs, improvements, or would just like to be 
involved in its future then please come to this meeting 
and give your input.  

This meeting will be held at the Clark County Public 
Safety Complex at 911 N 65th Avenue, Ridgefield, 
WA.  For more information please contact Katie 
Harrison at Katie_Harrison@fws.gov or call (360) 
887-4106.   

 

Drum Making Success!
Earlier this month the Plankhouse coordinated a drum making 
workshop led by Greg Robinson, Chinook Tribe, and Greg Archuleta, 
Confederated Tribes of the Grand Ronde. Participants  ventured out 
to Ridgefield despite the frosty weather and used elk hides to make  
16 inch drums.  Here are some photos of the event:

Did you 
miss the drum 

making workshop? 
Contact Katie Harrison 

at (360) 887-4106 or 
katie_harrison@fws.gov 

and let her know you 
would like another 

one offered.  

Left: Greg Robinson instructs participants 
on assembling their drums. Top Right: Greg 
Archuleta helps a participant tighten her 
drum.  Bottom Right: A participant tests the 
tightness of their elk hide drum.  

Event Photo Gallery...

Calling Ridgefield Refuge 
Volunteers to Save the Date!

Volunteer Appreciation Dinner
February 6, 2010

\

We hope volunteers will join us as we 
celebrate their contribution to the refuge 

with dinner, awards, and friends.  

Keep an eye out for your invitation and 
remember to RSVP!


