
Keeping Up with the Past: 
Cathlapotle Plankhouse

March-April 2010

The Plankhouse Celebrates its 5th Anniversary!

Living historian Tom Wilson discussing 
the Lewis and Clark Expedition with 
visitors.  Tom also brought several books 
and objects for his presentation.  

Visitors examine the Plankhouse 
furnishings that are back in the 
Plankhouse after being removed 
during the winter season.  

The Cathlapotle Plankhouse
www.plankhouse.org www.ridgefieldfriends.org

Visit www.plankhouse.org to check it out!
The Plankhouse Website Has a New Look!

The Plankhouse website has been merged with the 
new and improved Friends of the Ridgefield National 
Wildlife Refuge website.  You will still be able to use 
the www.plankhouse.org website and it will link you 

to the new site.   A big thank you to Shawn Hooghkirk, 
Friends Board Member, for helping the Plankhouse 

website transition.    

Five years ago, on March 29, 2005, the Plankhouse 
officially opened its doors.  This grand opening 
coincided with the 199th anniversary of Lewis and 
Clark’s visit to the Cathlapotle people.  
Since 2005, the Plankhouse has honored both of these 
events on or near the anniversary date with an annual 
Spring Opening celebration.  This celebration serves 
as a kick off event for the spring and summer season 
of Plankhouse programs.  
This year, on March 28, we filled the Plankhouse with 
guests of all ages, and living historian Tom Wilson 
helped us explore the decisions made by the Lewis 

and Clark Expedition.  He placed us in the shoes of the 
Corps of Discovery and took us through the journey 
fraught with obstacles and forks in the road.  This 
helped us determine why certain decisions were made 
in those crucial “what if” moments.    
Make sure to check our calendar at www.plankhouse.
org for upcoming events in our Second Sunday Series 
from April-October and our Artist-in-Residence Series 
on select weekends in May and June.  The Plankhouse 
will also be open on the weekends from April-October 
from 12-4pm depending on volunteer availability.  



2010 Lifeways, Landscapes and Wildlife 
Interpretive Program

Join us this spring and summer for our 2010 season 
of programs including the Second Sunday Seriesand 

the Artist-in-Residence Series.

2010 Second Sunday Series
Join us every second Sunday from April-October for 
a series of presentations on archaeology, local history, 
culture, and natural history.  Coming up in the series:

April 11: Building a 21st Century Plankhouse
Join us as we review how this modern Plankhouse 
was envisioned and built.  Photographs from the 
project and drawings and sketches will be on display  
from 12-4pm including the conceptual drawings and 
blueprints used in construction.  Volunteers who were 
involved in building the Plankhouse will be available 
to speak with visitors about the process from 1-3pm.  
Docent led tours and children’s activities will be 
available form 12-4pm.  

May 9: Traditional Foods  (see attached flyer)
Before grocery stores and restaurants this land 
provided well for those living here.  Join us as we 
learn about and sample traditional foods.  John 
Kallas, Ph.D., Director of Wild Food Adventures, will 
be presenting Traditional Wild Foods of the Pacific 
Northwest at 12pm followed by a traditional Sturgeon 
Bake at 1:30pm and a guided nature walk at 2:30pm.  
Docent led tours and children’s activities will be 
available from 12-4pm.  

Stay tuned for a more complete schedule of 
upcoming Second Sunday presentations!  You 
can also visit www.plankhouse.org and check our 
calendar for upcoming events.  

2010 Artist-in-Residence Series
The Cathlapotle Plankhouse will host a series of 
Artist-in-Residence demonstrations by local artists of 
Chinookan arts and culture on the following weekends 
from 12-3:30pm:

May 9:  Traditional Foods  
Learn about traditional foods of the Lower Columbia 
River including acorns/hazelnuts, berries, camas, and 

wapato, and traditional food preparation techniques.  
Sample offerings from a traditional Sturgeon Bake 
and other early season foods from 1:30-3:30pm.   
May 15:  Cedar Traditions
Artists demonstrate the important role of Cedar in the 
day-to-day life of the Chinookan people.  Activities 
may include the making of Cedar cordage and Cedar 
hat and basket making demonstrations.     
May 22-23:  Columbia River Art Styles
Learn about the unique Chinookan art forms and styles 
along the Columbia River.  Demonstrations include 
basic drawing and painting techniques and carving in 
the Chinookan art form.  
June 5-6:  Traditional Lifeways
Artists explore with visitors the Plankhouse way of 
life including pounding cedar for making clothes, 
cordage making, acorn preparation, the art of the 
Chinuk Wawa language and more.  
June 12-13: Basketry and Traditional Uses of Plants
Demonstrations of basket making techniques and 
various plants used in the art of basketry and other 
traditional uses of plants.  

Plankhouse Committee Meeting
April 22, 5-7pm

Join us as we discuss all things Plankhouse.  If you have 
ideas about Plankhouse programs, improvements, or 
would just like to be involved in its future then please 
come to this meeting and give your input.  

This meeting will be held at the Clark County Public 
Safety Complex at 911 N 65th Avenue, Ridgefield, WA.  
For more information please contact Katie Harrison at 
Katie_Harrison@fws.gov or call (360) 887-4106.   

Weekend Docents Needed!
Help the Plankhouse stay open on the weekends by 
signing up for weekend docent shifts during April and 
May.  Shifts are from 12-4pm on Saturday and Sunday.  
To volunteer for a shift contact Katie Harrison at Katie_
Harrison@fws.gov or call (360) 887-4106.

Cathlapotle Plankhouse programs are funded through the 
generous support of the following:

Save the Date!



1:30pm
Sturgeon Bake 

Sample offerings from a traditional Sturgeon 
Bake and other early season Native foods. 

Once upon a time, before grocery stores and restaurants, the land and water 
provided a variety of natural culinary options for those living here.  

Join us at the Cathlapotle Plankhouse for the following program on May 9 as 
we learn about and sample traditional foods. 

12pm
Traditional Wild Foods of the Pacific Northwest, 

presented by John Kallas, Ph.D. 
John Kallas is the Director of Wild Food 

Adventures located in Portland, OR. 
He has a Doctorate in nutrition, a Masters in 

education, and degrees in biology and zoology.  
He’s a trained botanist, nature photographer, 

writer, researcher, and teacher.  
 

Cathlapotle Plankhouse
Second Sunday Series: Traditional Foods

May 9, 2010
12pm-4pm

Docent led tours and children’s activities from 12-4pm.

2:30pm
Guided Nature Walk with John Kallas, Ph.D.
Walk the trail with John Kallas as he points out 

local plants and their uses.  

Cattail
The young shoots of 
this plant are edible 
and the rhizome 
contains starch 

which can be 
dried and 

pounded for 
use as flour.  

Camas
The root of 
this blue-

flowered lily 
was harvested 
for food and 

dug up using 
a digging stick 
with an elk or 
deer antler 

handle.  

Cathlapotle Plankhouse programs are funded 
through the generous support of the following:

Wapato  
The tuber of 

this plant was a 
popular food item 
harvested in this 

area.

For more information visit 
www.plankhouse.org or contact Katie 

Harrison at (360) 887-4106 or 
Katie_Harrison@fws.gov.  
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