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Chinook Nation Restoration Act Update

Within the past few months there has 
been action taken regarding bill H.R. 
3084: Chinook Nation Restoration 
Act. The Plankhouse would like 
to report to its newsletter readers 
the following recent events of this 
bill.  This information is based on 
the official statement of the Chinook 
Indian Nation which can be found at 
www.chinooktribe.org.   
On July 15, 2009 Chinook Indian 
Nation Chairman Ray Gardner, 
Vice-Chairman Sam Robinson, and 
Council Member Phil Hawks, traveled 
to Washington, D.C., to testify in 
a hearing with the U.S. House of 
Representatives Natural Resources 
Committee regarding bill H.R. 3084: 
Chinook Nation Restoration Act.  This 
bill was introduced to the House in June 
2009 by Congressman Brian Baird 
and was referred to the Committee on 
Natural Resources and subsequently 
led to the most recent hearing.  
During the hearing on July 15, 
Congressman Baird gave testimony 
on behalf of the Chinook Nation that 

clearly demonstrated his support of 
the bill.  The Bureau of Indian Affairs 
(BIA) testified during the hearing 
and was questioned by the panel. The 
response of the BIA was that they do 
not oppose recognition, but insist that 
the decision is now the responsibility 
of Congress.  The Quinault Nation also 
spoke during the hearing.  They did 
not oppose Chinook Restoration, but 
rather requested that previous treaty 

rights are not violated.  To view a 
webcast of the full hearing visit http://
resources.edgeboss.net/wmedia/
resources/2009_07_15_full.wvx.  
This hearing also included bill H.R. 
2678: Duwamish Tribal Recognition 
Act sponsored by Congressman Jim 
McDermott.  
Following the hearing the session 
remained open for 10 working days 
for additional comments, testimonies, 
and responses.  It is now up to 
Congressman Baird to request that this 
bill go to markup where committee 
members will have a chance to debate, 
amend, and rewrite the bill.  After 
markup, the bill will then be voted on 
by the Natural Resources Committee 
and if passed it will go to the House 
floor for a vote, after which it will 
move on to the Senate.  You can track 
the actions taken regarding this bill by 
visiting www.govtrack.us/congress/
bill.xpd?bill=h111-3084.  To view 
the Chinook Indian Nation’s official 
statement regarding this hearing visit 
www.chinooktribe.org.   

Chinook Nation Chairman Ray Gardner, 
Council Member Phil Hawks, Vice-
Chairman Sam Robinson.  Photo taken from 
the Chinook Indian Nation Congressional 
Hearing Statement, July 20, 2009 from www.
chinooktribe.org.  

Cathlapotle Plankhouse Seasonal Closing 

This year, the last weekend to visit the Plankhouse before it closes will be Oct. 24-25.  The Plankhouse closes 
for the winter season due to the weather and the preservation of the interpretive materials.  Off-site workshops 

will be offered during the winter season and the Plankhouse will re-open at the end of March.  

Thank you to everyone who attended and supported Plankhouse programs this season and especially to the 
volunteers who staffed the Plankhouse for school tours and the weekends.  

Stay tuned for workshop announcements and information about 2010 programs!

Keeping Up with the Past: 
Cathlapotle Plankhouse



Oct. 17 - Native American Student and Community Center, PSU
710 SW Jackson Street, Portland, OR
10:30am - 3:30 pm
Dale Croes, Charles Funk, Pat Courtney Gold, Sam Robinson
This event asks participants to imagine the Northwest before 
statehood when Chinookan communities dominated the landscape, 
by examining a single but significant object, a basket.  In 2006, 
archaeologist Dale Croes recovered an intact cedar checker-weave 
basket from the “Sunken Village” Chinookan archaeological site 
(1250-1750 AD) on Sauvie Island.  Dr. Croes calls the artifact, 
“the Lucy of baskets,” indicating how significant this basket is to 
understanding Chinookan culture in Oregon.  

The Center for Columbia River History 
Re-Visioning This Place: Lower Columbia River Chinookan Communities

For more information visit www.ccrh.org or contact Donna Sinclair at info@ccrh.org. 

Local Upcoming Events...

Plankhouse Events...

The Cathlapotle Plankhouse is pleased to host German 
photographer Wilfried Schüller and his collection of images 
entitled Native Worlds.  

The images will be on display at the Plankhouse Oct. 24-25 
from noon to 4pm.  

For more information please contact Katie Harrison at 
Katie_Harrison@fws.gov or (360) 887-4106.  

Native Worlds by Wilfried Schüller
Oct. 24-25, 12pm-4pm A Big Thank You to 

Birdfest Volunteers!
The Carty Unit of the Refuge, 
including the Plankhouse, welcomed 
over 1100 visitors during the course 
of Birdfest events on Oct. 10-11.  We 
could not have done that without all of 
the volunteers who contributed their 
time to make this event a success. 

Thank you!

Left: Image of photographer Wilfried Schüller.  Schüller has 
been a professional photographer for thirty years.  
Right: One of the images Schüller captured on his travels 
through the United States, Canada, and Mexico.  

Sam Robinson, Vice-Chairman of the 
Chinook Indian Nation, and Greg Archuleta, 
Confederated Tribes of the Grand Ronde, bless 
the salmon before it is opened up to visitors for 
tastings.


