
 

Keeping Up with the Past 
Cathlapotle Plankhouse     

             Winter 2008-2009 

CHINOOK WINTER  
GATHERING 

It was that time of year. 
 

It was the time to pull back into the Plankhouse, 
invite our friends from the neighboring Tribes, and 
share songs, dance, and stories. This was the 
way of our Ancestors and, as always, they were 
with us! 
 

This year we had some business to take care of 
first. We needed to bless the new floor. There was 
much talk of how great the new floor looked and 
how it added warmth to the house. The new floor 
held up very well to the 300 to 400 guests in the 
house. This floor could not have been possible with 
out the guidance of Anan Raymond and his hard 
working crew. We raise our hand to you, "Hayu 
Masi"(Many Thanks). 
 

There were two fires in the fire pit illuminat-
ing the Plankhouse and bringing warmth. 
Wapato was roasting in the pits. 
 

Many of our friends brought their songs 
with them, ready to share. Dancers told 
their stories through the  
traditional dances of their people. 
 

We shared a great potlatch lunch. 
 

It is good to see the Plankhouse come to 
life and to share time with our friends and 
family, both from the present and past. 
 

It always make us feel good when we carry 
on our traditions. 
   
Words shared by Sam Robinson, Vice Chariman of the 
Chinook Tribe 
 
Photos compliments of  David Conklin  

Wapato roasting 

Sharing of a paddle song 

Youth tuning their drums 

Greg and Sam Robinson 
joining in song. 



 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Whether you are a current volunteer or interested in becoming one, 
Plankhouse trainings on March 21st and April 7th are the place to be. 
  
Volunteering at the Plankhouse can include, but is not limited to, opportunities to  
help with light construction and landscaping projects, educational programming and  
interpretation for adults and children, working with tribal artist, archaeologists and  
historians, participating in seasonal harvests, and planning future Plankhouse programs 
and projects.  

 

   
April 7th, from 9am-12pm, the Plankhouse will host a half-day training for those inter-
ested in delivering newly developed curriculum to school groups. Includes tips on class-
room management and working with kids. Weekday availability is required. This will be 
held at the Plankhouse, please dress warmly.  

 

A Call For Volunteers! 

TO REGISTER FOR TRAININGS OR MORE 
INFORMATION,  PLEASE CONTACT:  

Courtney Yilk , 360-887-4106 ex. 22 
Courtney_Yilk@fws.gov 

9-10  Refuge Orientation 
10-11   USFWS Archaeologist, Anan Raymond 
  Cathlapotle Archaeology and History 
11-12   Vice Chair of the Chinook Tribe, Sam Robinson—Tribal  
  Restoration, Cultural Importance of Cathlapotle and the 
  Plankhouse 
12-12:30  Lunch 
12:30-2 A walk-through Plankhouse training with demonstrations 

March 21st 
Agenda:  
 

Location: 
View Ridge 
Middle 
School, 510 
Pioneer St., 
Ridgefield,WA 



Lifeways and Landscapes Interpretive Program  
2009 begins…. 

 

 

 

March 29th 1806, Lewis and Clark 
stop to visit Cathlapotle village. They are wel-
comed, fed, and purchase wapato and 12 dogs. 
Moving on, they camp near the present day 
town of Ridgefield.  
 

March 29th 2009, the Cathlapotle 
Plankhouse opens it’s doors for it’s fourth  
season. Roger Wendlick, Corps of Discovery  
aficionado, tells stories of the Lewis and Clark 
Expedition through the eyes and Spirit of the 
man known as the third most important  
member of the Corps,“Drewyer”.   
 

Roger combines his knowledge of the  
Expedition with his personal encounters and 
long-running friendships with the Chinook and 
other Tribes along the route to offer an  
unparalled take on the historic trek.  

Roger Wendlick will be at the Plankhouse from 12 to 4pm,  
with a formal presentation at 2pm. 

Lifeways and Landscapes 2009: Artist-In-Residence Series  
May 2-3  Traditional Lifeways on the Columbia River. Greg Archuleta, Confederated Tribes of the Grand 
Ronde, and Greg Robinson, Chinook Tribe provide an opportunity  to learn about traditional lifeways on the Co-
lumbia River through demonstrations and exhibits on native plants, making cordage and rope with a variety of 
plant materials and a basket making demonstration using marine estuary sweet-grass. 
 
May 9-10 Traditional Basketry: The Use of Cedar Bark,  Sweet Grass, Bear Grass, and Cherry Bark.  
Judy Bridges, Cowlitz/Chinook Basket Maker, demonstrates cedar bark preparation and the use of other native 
plants in traditional basketry. 
 
May 23-24 Traditional Foods. Greg Archuleta, Confederated Tribes of the Grand Ronde, and Greg Robinson, 
Chinook Tribe teach guests about primary, traditionally tribal foods of the Lower Columbia River, including 
preparation techniques of acorns/hazelnuts, berries, camas and wapato.   
 
June 14th  Native Earth Pigments and Paints. Native Earth Pigments and Paints.  Greg Archuleta, Confeder-
ated Tribes of the Grand Ronde, and Greg Robinson, Chinook Tribe teach how native earth pigments and paints 
have been and are used through demonstration and hands-on activities.  Guests learn about the varieties of miner-
als, ores and clays used for paint-making, how to prepare the materials to make paints, how to prepare/compare 
binders of water, oil, egg, etc. and application of traditional paints to surfaces such as wood, paper, and parfleche.  
Basic concepts of Columbia River art forms will also be presented. 

ALL PROGRAMS ARE FROM noon to 3:30pm. 
 



1. Leveling the floor ,11/15/08 
2. Permeable landscape fabric 

in place, 11/15/08 
3. Joists in place, 11/15/08 
4. Ripping boards for hearth 

boxes, 12/6/08 
5. New hearth boxes framed, 

12/6/08 
6. Laying planks, 1/3/09 
7. Finishing touches, the wheel-

chair ramp, 1/3/09 
8. A finished floor, 1/13/09 
 

Thanks to the 12 volunteers 
who gave 300 hours to  
complete this project! 

Installing the Plank Floor–Photo Gallery 
August 17, 2008-January 13, 2009 


